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REPORT OF THE WATERING COMMITTEE. | sing, to have the sixteen inch iron main carried along 


To the Select and Common Councils of the City of 
Philadelphia. . 


The Watering Committee, in obedience to the estab- 
lished regulation of Councils, present their annual 
report, with the accounts necessary to elucidate their 
expenditures, and proceedings of the last year, and an 
estimate of the sums which will be required to carry on 
the works of the present year. 

The amount of the estimate of the last year, and the 
sum granted by Councils for liquidating the unsettled 
account of Thomas D. Grover, for repairs of the engine 
building at Fair Mount, and for laying iron pipes, not 
included in the estimate, is as follows:—- 

The estimate for the support 

of the works in 1834, is $52,933 00 
For the objects above mentioned, 14,000 00 
—— $66,933 00 





Of which there has been ex- 
pended during the year, as 
per accounts Nos, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, and 9, as follows, 


For the distribution, $4,930 42 
For iron pipes, 22,322 64 
For Fair Mount Works, and 

balance due T. D. Grover 

in 1833, 14,599 81 
For building, 6,047 00 
For wheel and pump No. 6, 10,965 90 
For water power, 2,182 49 
For incidentals, 875 10 
For salaries, 3,240 00 


~———— $65,163 36 


Leaving a balance in favor of the works, of $1,769 64 


Cedar street, from Broad to Eleventh street; in that 
case, should the application-from new water takers 
justify the expense, a further sum of 7,500 dollars will 
be wanted. 

During the last summer, a general repair was made 
to the works at Fair Mount, by painting the buildings 
and fences, regulating the grounds, building a wall on 
Schuylkill, and paving on the Upper Ferry road, on 
Coates’s strect, and Fair Mount street, and the walks 
of the garden plot. These improvements, with the 
additions and repairs to the fences, and putting 3,132 
yards of rubble stone on the dam, have placed the 
works in a safe and handsome condition. 

The engine building, which had stood in a dilapidat- 
ed state since the erection of the water power works 
in 1822, have, according to the resolution of Councils, 
been repaired. At thetime the estimate for this object 
was handed to Councils, it was contemplated only to 
repair it partially, but after having commenced with 
taking out the old walls, and timbers formerly applica- 
ble to the steam engines, it was found necessary, for 
the support of the floors, to connect them with the 
framing of the roof, and to go further than was first in- 
tended; and finally, it was concluded that unless a per- 
fect repair was made, the estimated sum would be use- 
lessly expended; consequently the estimate has been 
exceeded by the additional work done, and by furnish- 
ing the saloon. 

The increased demand for water, necessary for the 
supply of the city and the four districts which receive it, 
induced the committee to recommend in their last re- 


a 


port the placing of another wheel and pump at Fair 
Mount. During the present year, this work has been 


| done, and the new machinery was put into operation in 
November last. The Committee, in reporting on this 


The Committee have the pleasure to state that all the | part of the works, take pleasuse in stating that the 
work contemplated to be done as per former report, | execution of the wheel and pump No. 6, made by Levi 
has been completed, and although many additions | Morris & Co., has given perfect satisfaction, and it is 
and improvements have been made in the progress of | believed that this work excels any other of the kind 
the work, the expenditures are still within the esti- | that has been executed at Fair Mount. 
mate. The Commissioners of the District of Kensington, with 

The expenses of the distribution, which embraces | whom a contract was made for supplying the citizens 
the necessary repairs of keeping the hydrant pumps, | with water in 1833, have not yet made arrangements 
fire plugs, and other devices in order, must gradually | for receiving it, it is presumed that they will commence 
increase with the extension of the pipes of conduit, | laying pipes early this spring. 
which, during the present year, have been carried} The suit existing between the city, and the Commis- 
along Chestnut street, from east of Schuylkill Fifth to | sioners of the district of Spring Garden, in relation to 
Beach street, along Beach street to Pine street, and | ground on Coates’s street, has not been settled. It is 
along Pine to Willow street. Pipes have also been | presumed that the case will be reached early this 
laid on both sides of High street, from Schuylkill Eighth | spring; so soon as this controversy is determined, it 
to Fourth street, and in Seventh and Schuylkill Sixth will be expedient to finish the ice breaker and guard 
streets, from near Chestnut to High street, and in| walls, for which no estimate at present is given. 
Schuylkill Fourth, to Filbert street, and down Filbert! In the estimate of the present year, a sum is embrac- 
from Schuylkill Fourth to Third street. These, with | ed for finishing part of the reservoir No. 4, which will 
pipes laid out included in the estimate, amount together The Com- 


to 15,597 feet, which, added to the account of pipes 
laid in former years, from 1819, exceed fifty-one and a 
quarter miles. 

There being but few applications yet made for the 
extension of the iron pipes the present year, the Com- 


mittee have only estimated the sum necessary for 1835, | 


at 8,000 dollars, but it is presumed that an application 
will be made by the Watering Committee of Moyamen- 
Vou. XV. 23 


contain about 3,500,000 gallons of water. 
| mittee propose, with the sanction of Councils, so soon 
as this work shall have been accomplished, to proceed 
with the completion of the remainder of the reservoir, 
which will cost 30,000 dollars; after which the embank- 
‘ments and ornamental parts of the whole mound at Fair 
Mount, may be finished in a style that will surpass for 
beauty and convenience any other work of the kind 
!extant. 
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The Committee not having succeeded in obtaining a| if these amounts had been permitted to be applied as 
suitable design for a fountain to be placed at Fair Mount, was proposed, a surplus of $3,225 75 would have re- 
propose advertising for plans and estimates, and have | mained in the treasury, after the payment of all the 
embraced a sum which they deem sufficient for the | debts due by the worksin 1834. 
object, and for finishing the head pier of the dam, in The Committee are led to believe that the difference 
the estimate of the year. existing between the city and the Schuylkill Navigation 

The amount paid into the city treasury for water rents | Company, ill shortly be settled in a friendly manner; 
in 1834, as per Register’s accounts No. 2, and the sum but should they fail in their expectations, it will not be 
paid in by the superintendant for articles sold, is for want of attention on their part. 

$85,524 52} The Committee, in closing this report, take pleasure 

To which add balance remaining in the in stating that the works are in the best condition, and 
treasury in favor of the Water Works that should no casualty or deficiency of water occur 
for 1834, 1,769 64} from drought, or by a diversion of it from the works at 
Fair Mount, they flatter themselves that the jncome 
from the important trust committed to their care, will 


be increased during the present year to one hundred 
thousand dollars. 






















Being together, $87,295 96 
From which deduct charges against the 
works in 1834, for incidental expenses, 











viz., working machinery, painting, and ; JOHN P. WETHERILL, 
other repairs, and for the distribu- Chairman of the Watering Committee, 
tion, &c, 14,000 00] Partapztruta, Jan. 22d, 1835. 
Leaves, $73,293 96 Se 
From which deduct, in aid of the sinking No 12. 
Fund in 1834, 17,000 00 ESTIMATE FOR THE YEAR 1835, 
Leaves, $56,293 96 Incidental Expenses:— 
; ee For working the machinery at Fair 
The cost of the permanent improvements of the Mount, a for ain $2 500 00 
Water Works, viz., for iron pipes, new wheel and | ,, . — 
2 . |For lumber, castings, and sundries 
pump, for paving footways, and street pavement in for the distribution, 5.500 00 
en eee ese wall on Schuylkill, &c. in For salaries and incidentals, 3,500 00 
Sy W ’ ° 


For the payment of taxes, white- 
washing, aud for sundries at Fair 
Mount, 2,500 00 
——14,000 00 
Permanent Expenses: — 


For the completion of the fountain, and 


The amount of the duplicates 

of water rents for 1835, as 

per Register’s account No. 

16, is $90,531 00 
From which deduct, for the 

incidental expenses of the 

Water Works in 18585, as 








liead pier of the dam, &c. 7,000 00 
per estimate ‘yo ~~, k; $14,000 00 For finishing part of Reservoir No, 4, and 
And in aid of the Sinking i bi te embankments of ditto, 15,000 00 
Fund, , 31,000 00 | For the extension of the iron pipes, inci- 
— dentally, 8,000 00 
Leaves a balance, which may be taken in 
aid of the tax fund for 1835, of $59,531 00 Saree 09 


—_— 


FREDERICK GRAFF, 
Superintendent of the Fair Mount Water Works. 
December 31st, 1834. 


No. 13. 
ACCOUNT OF IRON PIPES LAID IN 1834. 


Feet, 











It is proper to notice, by reference to the report of 
the last year, that the committee stated that 52,933 
dollars would be necessary to carry on the works in 
1834, as per estimate, and that they had retained from 
the surplus of the previous year $7,201 26, to settle 
the account of Thomas D. Grover, and appropriated 
the remaining sum of $4,758 85, for laying iron pipes 
in streets where applications should be made for a sup- 
ply of water in 1834, These sums, with 3,500 dollars 
previously appropriated for the repairs of the engine 
building, together amounted to $15,456 11, instead of 
being reserved for the objects mentioned, were taken in 
aid of the tax fund; in consequence of which the com- 
mittee, in December last, were compelled to apply to 
Councils for an appropriation of 14,000 dollars, when, 


As per former reports, commencing October 

1819, up to Slst December 1833, 257 758 
Pipes laid in 1834, 13,597 
Iron pipes laid from October 1819, to Decem- 
ber 31st 1834, being upwards of 514 miles, 271,355 


= ee 


Statement of the cost of the Permanent parts of the Fair Mount Water Works, 


continued since th 
December 31, 1831. € last report 





For ground purchased previous to 1831, $116,834 00 
1832, paid for lot purchased of the Schuylkill Bridge Company, 3,000 00 
For ditto of Henry Moliere, 1,000 00 

Paid previous to 1831, for the water power at the Falls, 150,000 00 oe 
For the extra water power purchased of the Navigation Company, 26,000 00 
For damages by overflowing ground, &c. ; 25,958 41 
And for building dam, canal, &c., 160,904 77 


————— 362,863 18 
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Paid previous to 1831, for mill building, and three wheels, ; ; 7 8, 37 0 43 
Ditto, for three pumps and mains, ‘ . ° 12, 373 43 
Ditto, for wheel and pump No, 4, &c. ° . 12,589 42 
1832, paid for wheeland pump No. 5, &c, , , ‘ 10,596 08 
1834, ditto. No. 6, ‘ ; ‘ ‘ 10,965 90 
mua, wee 
Paid previaus to 1831, for Reservoir No. 1, ‘ : ‘ 29,135 58 
Ditto, ditto, No. 2, : j ‘ ' 10,202 87 
Ditto, ditto, No. 3, : ; 24,521 70 
And on account for ditto, No. 4, unfinished, ; ‘ ° 20,069 OL 
83,929 16 
Paid previous to 1831, for 2 iron mains of 20 inches, (a ee 131,617 48 
Ditto, for iron pipes laid in the city, $335,046 82 
Pipes laid in 1832, . ‘ ; ‘ ; 29,468 55 
1833, . ; ° ‘ 11,887 97 
1834, ° ° . ° ‘ 22,322 64 
——— ss 398,725 98 
Together, 530,343 46 
And there has been expended additional since 1831, for permanent work— 
For a guard pier and ice breaker, &c., ‘ . ‘ . 16,873 34 
For the repairs of Engine building, ° : : : ° 6,235 76 
For-safety banks to the reservoirs, 2,701 40 


And for stone and Brick pavements, backing the dam with rubble stone, ‘relay- 

ing part of the 22 inch iron main wong the rail road, and fitting ode the garden 

plot for fountain, &c. &c. ; : 15,616 80 ‘ 
— 41,427 30 
































Making the cost of the works to December 31, 1834, es : . ‘ 1,264,292 36 
Feet. Feet. 
Iron mains laid previous to 1831, : : ‘ 19,722 
fron pipes laid in the city, ° : 2 212,243 
Ditto, laid in 1832, ‘ ; ‘ ‘ 16,296 
Ditto, 1833, . ‘ : 9,497 
Ditto, 1834, . ; : ; 13,597 
came 251,633 
Together, equal 51} miles, or 271,355 
Cost of iron mains laid previous to 1831, i ; . ° $131,617 48 
Iron pipes laid in the city, ‘ ° ‘ ; ° 335,046 82 
Ditto, laid in 1832, : ' : 99,468 55 
Ditto, 1833, ‘ . ‘ ‘ ° 11,887 97 
Ditto, 1834, ; : 22,322 64 
OO 398,725 98 
Together, 530,343 46 
Being an average for the two mains of $6 63 per foot. 
And for pipes laid in the city of 1 58 per foot, 
No. 16. 
STATEMENT, 


Showing the amount of the Duplicates of water rents for the City and Districts, for the year 1835. 


Amounting, as per accounts, to wit, 





City, (Southern District, ) ; ‘ : : 25,578 25 
City, (Northern do) ; ; ‘ ‘ ‘ . 25,848 50 
On Girard estates in the City, : ‘ ; 435 00 
— 51,861 75 
Northern Liberties, : . : . ° ° . 17,776 75 
Spring Garden, ; ; : 3 . ‘ : 11,011 25 
Southwark, . s ; : . ; ; ‘ 8,739 25 
Moyamensing, . ‘ e ; ° ‘ 1,142 00 


38,669 25 





een 








Making the handsome sum of 90,531 00 
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No, 22. 
; STATEMENT, 
Showing the increase of water rents in the City and 
Districts, during the year 1834. 
Amount of increase, to wit:— 


Spring Garden $1,474 75 





Southwark 563 25 
Northern Liberties 897 50 
Moyamensing 220 25 

; $3,155 75 
City 1,835 25. 








Increase for the year 
No. 24. 

STATEMENT, 

Showing the amount of water rents, and the amount 

received in the sale of old materials, as paid into the 

city treasury to the credit of the Watering Commit- 

tee, from the year 1802 to the year 1835, viz: 

City water rents, &c., from 
the year 1802, to the vear 

1834, $679,773 93 

For the year 1834, 51,809 45 


$4,991 00 


ee 








Spring Garden, from 1826, to 

and including the year 1834, 39,422 42 
Southwark, do. do. do. 42,113 23 
N. Liberties, do. do. do. 85,948 24 
Moyamensing, from 1832, to 

and including'the year 1834, 1,560 77 


For old materials, as per account No. 32, 






























































Making, $946,830 48 
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731,583 38 | 


$169,044 66 
46,202 44 
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The Register believing that it will be gratifying to 
Councils, submits,in connection with other statements, 
_ the following and pleasing contrast between the num- 
| ber of water takers, and revenue arising therefrom, du- 
ring the year 1803, and the year 1835. 





| Number of houses, &c., supplied with Schuylkill water, 
December 31, 1802. 


| 77 Dwelling houses, supplied for holders of 


| water rights. Supplied on rent, viz: 

| 61 Dwelling housesat $ 5 00 perannum $305 00 

4 Breweries 24 00 do 96 00 
1 Brewery 53 00 ° do 53 00 
1 Small brewery 1000 = do 10 00 
3 Sugar refineries 2000 3do 60 00 
5S Stables 5 00 do 15 00 
2 Fountains 24 00 do 48 00 

| 2 Banking houses 10 00 do 20 00 
77 $607 00 
From which is to be deducted 14 water rights, 





held by those whose manufactories, &c., 
are supplied, being included above 70 00 


Annual rent for the year, 1803 $537 00 








For the Register. 
HISTORICAL NOTES. 
By Repmonp ConyIncHamM, 
{Continued from page 139.) 

1682. The Swedes deputed Lacy Cock to acquaint 
William Penn, ** That they would love, serve, and 
obey him.” 

1683. Lacy Cock was a distinguished member of 
| the first Council. This gentleman had resided in Penn- 
sylvania a few years before the arrival of William Penn, 
and was held in some repute both by the Colonists and 

the Indian Chiefs, 

1678. The Hunting ground of the Indians settled 
at Conestogue, laid on the head waters of the Poto- 

| mac, in the Colonies of Virginia and Maryland. 

1719. The Indians of Conestogue, whilst hunting, 
| were attacked and defeated by a large body of the 
| Shawsnese Indians from the South, and were compell- 
ed to return to Conestogue, with the loss of their most 

distinguished Chief. John Cartlidge sent an express to 
| James Logan, Esquire, which information was laid be- 
fore the Assembly by the Governor. 
| The Indians who settled at Conestogue, are said in 
| some letters, to have emigrated from Virginia—in oth- 
| ers from Carolina; they were probably from both, for 
‘the time of their settlement was different.—The Vir- 
ginia Indians having been the earliest. It is probable 
the number of each was nearly the same, about sixty 
families. 

Who has not heard of ** The Indian Steps?” Go, 
stranger, view the magnificent scenery of the Susque- 
hanna, above M’Call’s ferry—inquire for ** The Indian 
Steps; a Rock firmly planted in the bank will be 
pointed out for your observation, in which steps rude- 
ly cut by the Shawanese can be seen, by means of 
which, they could descend to the deep eddy, a favour- 
ite fishing place for perch and salmon. 

Here in days long since passed away, stood the Co- 








3 
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nestogoe Indian, with feet firmly placed in the steps, 
then with the spear would he strike a fish with uner- 
ring aim as it played beneath him in the eddy below 
the falls; he would throw each victim on the bank 
where it would be received with avidity by his admir- 
ing red brethren of the forest. How changed the 
scene. The white man now occupies “ The Indian 
Steps”’—a rope firmly fastened around his waist,in case 
of falling, which happens not unfrequently, he may be 
rescued from an untimely death. Instead of the spear, 
he holds in his grasp a hand net which he skilfully 
throws into the deep, and catches perch and Susque- 
hanna salmon by dozens, but if he loses his balance he 
falls into the eddy below, from which he is drawn by 
his companions, who stand on the summit of the rock 
to watch his dexterity, and protect him from danger. 

A Conestogue Indian in a speech, without any date 
prefixed, said, 

** Beneath this Tree we buried the hatchet.” Co. 
nondanta, king of the Conestogue Tribe. 

Shackamaxan—The meaning of this word, as I have 
been informed, is—‘‘a residence of an Indian Tribe 
tributary to another Tribe.”” The Indians who resided 
at Shackamaxan were called Delawares, by the white 
settlers, but they did not then call themselves Dela- 
wares, 

The Treaty made in 1682, at the house of Captain 
Lassee Cock, calls them Indians, but gives not the 
name of the nation. 

On page 428, of Proud’s history, will be found a 
Treaty of William Penn with the King of the Susque- 
hanna, Minquays or Conestoga Indians, Wapaththa, 
King of the Shawanese, Weéwinjaugh, Chief of the 
Ganawese, Ahaohassough, Great King of the Onon- 
dagoes,—Philadelphia, April 23, 1701, The speeches 
made were of an interesting description, and the whole 
scene highly imposing. This was a confirmatory 
Treaty. William Penn permits the Potomac or Mary- 
land Indians to settle within the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania, 


The Indian Kings of Conestogue and Susquehanna, 
ratify and approve of the Treaty made on September 
13th, 1700, of the sale of Conestoga Manor to William 
Penn. All the Chiefs in attendance or present. 

The Minqua Nation was not a tribe of the Five Na- 
tions, having settled at Conestogue they were thence 
called Conestoga Indians, They sent messengers to 
Penn’s Commissioners at Shackamaxan, in the summer 
of 1682; some of their Chiefs.attended at the Great Con- 
ference or Treaty with William Penn in December of 
the same year, when certain lands were assigned them 
as a residence forever; the right of the soil having been 
purchased of the Indians by William Penn. The 
Chief of the Minquas made a Treaty on September 13, 
1700, which was ratified by all the Chiefs, on April 23, 
1701. (See Franklin’s Narrative of the Massacres of 
the Conestoga Indians in Lancaster county.) The 
Minquas, after their settlement at Conestoga, became 
dependant on the Five Nations. This Tribe of Indians 
was remarkable for their love of peace and fidelity in 
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their promises. It is recorded—that once every year 
they sent a Delegation to the Proprietary or Governor, 
with presents assuring him of their fidelity to the first 
Treaty or Treaties, 


If the Shawanese Indians settled in Conestoga in 
1698, it is not a little remarkable, that they should be 
required to sell or relinquish that right, in the year 
1700, by the Treaty of that year. But the state of the 
case was this. William Penn first obtained by pur- 
chase, a right to the soil, and then gave permission to 
Canaudanta and his Tribe, to settle on the land thus 
purchased, Afterwards seyeral other Chiefs with their 
Tribes moved in and settled, hence it became necessa- 
ry for William Penn to hold another Treaty, and pur- 
chase from these Chiefs, their claims to the Manor of 
Conestoga; therefore ‘‘ this land was not purchased 
once but twice and thrice.” 

The Mingo, Minquas, or Conestogue Indians were 
said to be of the Delaware Tribe, by some of the early 
writers; this is doubtful, as they removed from the 
South. 

The Indians who resided in and about Kensington, 
were called Shackamaxines, a Tribe of the Delawares, 

The name of Delaware was given to the Tribes of 
Indians living in the limits of Pennsylvania by the Eu- 
ropeans, This name was not satisfactory to the In- 
dians, for tradition informs us that the name of Dela- 
wares was omitted in the Treaty signed at the house of 
Captain Lassee Cock at their request. The original 
name is said to have been Lenelope, or Lenelenope, 


Before the Governor and Council in Philadelphia, Ju- 
ly 6th, 1694. 

Kyanharro and Orettyeagh, Chiefs of the Indian Na- 
tions at Conestogue. They being unable to speak soas 
to be understood, requested Menasses to tell their mean- 
ing. 

Lacey Cock interpreted. 

‘¢ The Kyanese Indians with their Chief, pursued 
the path to the Wigwam of Kyanharro, suddenly the 
Tomahawks of the Nakeese fell upon them, and they 
had to fight—the few that remained, reached Kyanhar- 
ro—we asked a resting place—Kyanharro said—‘‘rest.”? 
—‘* As the Conestogoe Indians have been protected 
by Onas—we ask to be your Children.” 

The Governor requested Lacey Cock to answer for 
him. 

‘¢Your old Chief too infirm for travel, gave you 
good advice—attend to his counsel—take your rest at 
Conestogoe—Onas will protect his Children,” 

Lacty Cocx, Member of Council, 


From the foregoing, it appears that in the year 1694, 
a small Tribe of Indians settled at Conestogue, under 
the care of Orettyeagh and Kyanharro. 

These Chiefs formed a Treaty again in 1701, with 
William Penn. 

(Proud’s History, page 429, Vol. 1. Memoirs of 
Historical Society, Vol. 2, Part 2. These compare 
with the minutes of the Conference now furnished.) 

The name of the old Chiefis not given. 


Pht a, . 
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SS neeoeo—37”D0DoOOoO oma SEE: 
These Minutes confirm the account that the settle- 

ment of the Minguas, &c. were anterior to 1698. 











PaILcapEtrata, 27, 8br. 1701, 


“The Governour, his wife and daughter are well, 
Captain Lassee Cock was a distinguished member of | their little son is a lovely babe. His wife is a woman 
Council for many years, and was much respected both | extremely well beloved here; exemplary in her station, 
by the Indians and European settlers. He studied the | and of an excellent spirit which adds lustre to her char- 
language and manners of the Indians, and was able to | acter, and has a great place in the hearts of all good 
act as Interpretor on many occasions. He was present} people- The Governour is our Pater Patri, and his 
at five Indian Conferences held in front of his house, worth is no new thing to us; we value him highly, and 
two of which were with William Penn. These five, hope his life will be preserved ’till all things (now on 
therefore, must have taken place at Shackamaxan,— | the wheel) are settled here to his peace and comfort, 
Captain Lassee Cock was son of Peter Cock of Shacka- | and the people’s ease and quiet.” 
maxan. (See page 254 of Watson’s Annals.) 
Tradition informs us, that William Penn intended if} ‘‘ 3d, 8th mo. 1701.—Our Assembly still sit, and but 
he had continued to reside in Pennsylvania, to have | little is done—for the Philistians be upon us still, they 
As there are few characters more entitled to the 
love and respect of mankind than that of William 





malcontents,) to leave us, if possible, without Laws or 
Liberties, and oppose any thing that we offer for our 
settlement. Our Governour is much grieved at this part- 
ing carriage of the people, and highly resents an ad- 
dress made to the Assembly, and from them recom- 
mended to him. I know not how things will end, but 
at present they have a very ill visage.” 


1st Indian Conference must have been the Confer- 
ence and Treaty of June 15th, 1682, with the Shacka. 
maxines. 

2d. The Deputies from the Iriquois, 

3d. The Chiefs from Conestogue. 

4th & 5th. Probably there were two Conferences 
held by William Penn with the Indians, for the purpose 
of making a deep and lasting impression on them of the 
views of the Benevolent Founder of this Province. 

Lacey Cock attended many Indian Conferences af- 
ter December 14th, 1682, but these were all held in 
Philadelphia, before the Governor and Council. 


Another Letter says:—27, 8br. 1701. 


This comes by our Proprietor and Governour Penn, 
who with his family are undertaking this hazardous 
voyage at too hard a season.—I earnestly desire and 
pray for their preservation and safety;—Him we shall 
want. The unhappy misunderstandings in some, and 
unwarrantable opposition in others, have been a block 
to our plenary comforts in him, and his own quiet—but 
these things are externals only,—our communion in the 
Church sweetens all, and our inward waitings and 
worship together has often been a general comfort and 
consolation, and in this I take a degree of satisfaction 
after all, that we part in Love, and some of his last 
words in our meeting yesterday, were, ‘* That he had 
looked over all infirmities and outwards, and had an 
Eye to the Regions of Spirits wherein was our sweet 
tye.” His excellent wife, and she is beloved by all, 
(I believe I may say ail in its full extent,) so is her 
leaving us heavy, and of real sorrow to her friends.— 
She has carried under, and through all, with a wonder- 
ful evenness, humility and freedom—her sweetness and 
goodness has become her character, and is indeed ex- 
traordinary. In short, we Love her, and she deserves 
it. Ihope what I have said is to thee only, (Irequest 
this, to avoid a thought I would not give room for) 
since they are going home, but otherwise am Proud, 
(if may so term it) to express my opinion, Love and af- 
fection of, and to them any where.” 


built near Captain Lassee Cock’s,and it is also stated that | #t¢ now worse than ever, believing themselves quite 
Governors Evans and Palmer resided there for many | SUre of the Government’s change.—Their endeayours 
years, in front of the Treaty ground. are, (I mean the lower county members and our own 
For the Register. 
WILLIAM PENN. 

Penn, it will perhaps be no unacceptable present to 
the readers of the Register of Pennsylvania, to see col- 
lected together, several circumstances which have es- 

eaped his Biographers’ notice, because they had not 

access to the authentic sources from whence they are 

derived. We regret that we cannot offer any thing of 

his early life, but must commence our extracts and ob- 

servations with his residence in his government during 

his last visit to Pennsylyania, when he safely arrived 

with his wife and daughter, in the autumn of 1699,— 

He had been received with open arms, and the most 

kindly welcome, by avery great majority of the inhabi- 

fants. Some few there were of dark and treacherous 

spirits, who shared not in the general joy at his com- 

ing,but who stood aloofin sullen discontent, and brood- 

ed over their own nefarious purpose of thwarting his 
designs for the public good, and throwing all the em- 
barrassments in their power in the way of his govern- 
ment. It is not necessary to detail here the occurrences 
of that day, which caused his stay to be so short in the 
Province, but the following extracts of Letters written 
atthe time of his departure for Europe will be read 
with interest. They are from the pen of Isaac Norris, 
sen., to his correspondents in England; some of them 
were written previous to William Penn and his family 
leaving America. D. L. 


The writer of the above Letters was in England at 
that dark period of the Proprietor’s affairs, when he 
was imprisoned on the suit of the Widow and Heirs of 
Philip Ford, his designing and rapacious Steward; and 
the following account of the arrest of William Penn, 
and a visit paid to him whilst in confinement in the Fleet 
are also extracted from his letters of that period, 











1835. ] WILLIAM PENN, 183 
a 
29, 9br. 1708. And yet another, which commenting on the Proprie- 

Last Fifth day the special verdict at common law, | tor’s Bearing under his perplexing and uneasy circum- 
for the Rent (as they call it) on the lease, went against | stances, says, ‘that he seems to be of a nature so con- 
William Penn. It is nomore than was to be expect-} tent with difficulties, and that after all, the Fable of 
ed, yet I perceive it goes near him to think ofa Prison, | the Palm is made good in him, for ‘*the more he is 
now it comes too,—though it has been his own as well pressed, the more he rises,” and thro’ all, his Founda- 
as his Friend’s opinion, that he ought to do it rather | tion remains sure.” 
than pay the money, (which with costs is near £3,000) 
and thereby bear his Testimony as honorably against 











In contemplating the character of this excellent man, 
it is impossible not to remark the evidence afforded by 
the extortion and fraud of that account, as against other | his public acts and conduct, that his mind was superior 
evils, and bear it asa persecution. How it will termi- | to the maxims and prejudices of the age in which he 
nate I cannot yet say, but believe in a few days he must | Jived, an age in which principles which are now con- 
yield up, or abscond till the next term, when the Prin- | sidered as unquestionable, were struggling for arecep- 
ciple shall be determined in Chancery, and le must ap-| tion amongst mankind, and that he spent his life, and 


peal to the House of Lords,” used all the means he could command, in endeavouring 
Lonvon, 10th, 11th mo. 1707—8. to advance those Principles, and Benefit his fellow 
creatures. 


* Governour Penn was last 4th day arrested at Grace 
Church Street meeting, by order of Philip Ford on an ex- 
ecution on the special verdict for about £3,000, he has by 
the advice of all his best friends,turned himself over to the 
Fleet, I was to see him last night at his new lodgings in 
the old Bailey. He is cheery,and will bear it well; and it 
was thought no better way to bring them to terms. At 
some times there are hopes of a compromise, at others 
they appear cold and hardened, so that there is no 
judgment to be made how it will terminate. I have 
taken pains, and sometimes seem to have made 
some impression on them, but when they get with their 
Lawyers all is blown. The principal Debt for the 
country not yet decided, and ’tis questionable whether 
this term will do it, tho’ now ’tis William Penn’s aim to 
Issue it, and bring it to the House of Lords. 

This act of theirs, with the aggravation of dogging 
with Bailiffs to a meeting house, makes a great noise 
every where, but especially among Friends, and Peo- 
ple who did not much trouble themselves before, now 
appears warm, and I still hope a good Issue.” 


Such characters well deserve the affectionate vene- 
ration of Posterity, and it is to this feeling which conse- 
crates (as it were) the localities of their homes, and of 
their places of Sepulture, to which we are indebted for 
the following descriptions, from the pens of two of our 
citizens who have lately visited England, The first 
I cannot give in the words of the author, not having an 
extract of the Letters which contained it, —but am sure 
the substance is correct, ‘‘Jordansin Buckinghamshire, 
is about 23 miles from London—meetings are only held 
there occasionally, or when any Public Friend has a de- 
sire to have one called together; The house is ancient 
and veherable, but in good repair; a family live in that 
part which was separated for the women’s meeting,and 
there is a yard and sheds for the Horses. The house 
isnot large. Two large old fashioned windows, with 
small diamond shaped pane’s, leaded, occupy the west- 
ern end; two small ones are above the Preachers Gal- 
lery, and over the Door. The little Grave yard is en- 
closed with a neat hedge, and kept in good order. A 
Book is shewn in the meeting house, in which is noted 

(Near the same date, to another Person.) the names of many who are there intered, as William 

*¢Governour Penn was on the 7th Instant at Grace | Penn and both his wives, Isaac Penington and his wife, 
Church Street meeting, and there dogged by the Bai- | who was Gulielma Maria Penn’s mother, Thomas Elle 
liffs by Ford’s order, Henry Goldney and Herbert | wood and his wife, and some others, &c.* 

Springett prevented their taking him out of the Galle- 
ry, by their promise he should come to them in a few 
hours, which he accordingly did, and then by a Habeas 


For the Register. 


Corpus threw himself over to the Fleet where he has HISTORICAL MEMORANDA. 
commodious lodgings, and we hope is pretty easy. 1} Read at the Annual meeting of the Historical Society 
have been several times to see him, and he sent for me of Pennsylvania, Feb. 1835. 


this evening. The Fords might have saved themselves In Wharton’s instructive ‘* Notes on the Provincial 
some reflections if they had forbore such an aggrava-| Zjteracure of Pennsylvania,” published in our first Vol. 
tion as taking him at meeting, for as soon as this Term | of Memoirs, is some notice of the Junto instituted by 
came on, the Bail must have surrendered him, and he| py, Franklin, in 1727. As but few names of those 
would become a Prisoner of course. I presume that thou 
understands that this execution is upon a Judgment at 
Common Law for Rent (as they call the Interest of 
their money,) &c.” 


practical philosophers, are there given, I take pleasure 
in furnishing nearly a complete list of the members, 
derived from the papers of my grand father, Hugh 
Roberts. It is a remarkable fact, and worthy of record, 
Another Letter dated 6th, 1st mo. 1708. | in connection with the names of those useful and hon- 
** Our Proprietor and Governour is still in the Fleet, | ourable men,who associated for their mutual information, 
good lodgings,—has meetings there,—is often visited | — — ——- 
and lives comfortably enough for the circumstance—| * The other account of the Grave, has been already 
their daughter Hannah is dead at Bristol.” published in Vol. x. p. 95. 
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and the promotion of the public good, that most if not 
all who composed the Society at one period, were 
born in the same year 1706, The Association consisted 
of Benjamin Franklin, Hugh Roberts, William Coleman, 
Philip Syng, Enoch Flower, Joseph Wharton, William 
Griffiths, Luke Morris, Joseph Turner, Joseph Ship- 
pen, Joseph Trotter, Samuel Jervis, Samuel Rhodes, 
Joseph Brintnall. The author of ‘* The Notes,” gives 
only the names of Nicholas Scull, William Parson, and 
Thomas Godfrey, making the whole number seventeen. 
From the arrival of Franklin at Philadelphia in 1723, 
an acquaintance commenced between him and Hugh 
Roberts, which ripened into cordial,and mutual regard, 
and continued until the death of the latter in 1786, con- 
siderably more than half a century. 

The last letter of Roberts to Franklin, is dated the 
24th of 6th month, 1785, addressed to his friend then in 
London,as the representative of this country, It is an af- 
fectionate espistle, and shows that himself, Franklin, 
and Syng were the last three survivors of the Junto. It 
proved to be the final salutation between Roberts and 
Franklin, and forms a suitable appendix to this scrap of 


history. 
ROBERTS VAUX. 
Patr’a- 2 mo. 1, 1835, 


P. S, It may perhaps be worth noting here, that I 
lately purchased the original painting by Birch, of the 
Treaty Tree at Shackamaxan. It isa faithful portrait, 
taken fifteen years before it fell, which event occurred 
during a storm in 1810. ‘This interesting relick had 
fur many years,hung on the wall of an obscure passage, 
at an Inn in Bristol near Philadelphia, and from long 
neglect, was nearly ruined. A skilful artist has, how- 
ever, rendered it intelligible. R. V. 


‘ [Cory. ] 
My Dear Friend B. F.— 

After sight hereof, its needless to inform thee, I have 
lost the art of writing; yet I thankfully enjoy old age 
without much corporal pain, Philip Syng, the only 
other surviving member here, of the old Junto, labours 
under infirmities, keeps much at home, where I can 


seldom go to visit him. We are both feeble and tot- 
tering; yet younger people sometimes undertake to 
counsel us, in a friendly way, how we should proceed, 
but I am convinced that few ifany, are capable of judg- 
ing of the imbecility of an old man, but an old man.— 
We have attained to old age, truly pictured, Psalm xc. 
10, and must soon fly away. 

In some views it may be said that I have not lived 
half thy days, and yet F think Iam not half a year 
astern, according to common computation of time, for 
the next American Anniversary, which is. not twelve 
days distant, will be the commencement of my 8Cth 
year. 

The bearer hereof Samuel M. Fox,* isa young man, 
has lived several years with my son George, and from 


* In after life, the President of the Bank of Pennsyl- 
vania, was mainly instrumental in causing the beautiful 
and classical edifice to be erected for the Banking house, 
so ornamental to our city, and creditable to his taste. 
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the mildness of his behaviour, and the sweetness of his 
disposition, gained the affections of all our family, I 
freely commend him to thy notice: his intent of going 
to Europe, is in part to endeavour to obtain a firmer 
state of health. 

I have often been desirous of knowing something of 
the exit of old men of distinguishing abilities, and from 
the account of most of whom I read,and I have conversed 
with some few, all unite in this, and wished they had 
been more diligent in applying their time ‘‘¢o acquaint 
themselves with God and be at peace.”” My dear friend, 
I have often had the satisfaction of seeing thee gradual- 
ly advance to the summit of human fame, and I most 
ardently wish that thy final transition may be to enjoy 
felicity for ever and ever. 

HUGH ROBERTS. 

Puritan's, 24th, 6 mo, 1785. 


P. S. 
Dr. Thomas Bond, 


3, mo, 
Samuel Rhoads, died 4, mo. $ 1784, 
Anthony Benezet, 5, mo. 


GEOLOGY OF YORK COUNTY. 


Observations on the Geology of York County, Pennsylva- 
nia, by Taos, G. Ciemson, read October 29, 1834. 


[Extracted from the Transactions of the Geological 
Society of Pennsylvania, Volume I, Part 2. ] 


To the President and Members of the Geological Society 
of Pennsylvania. 


Gentlemen:—We, the undersigned having had the 
honour to be nominated by this society for the purpose 
of examining certain formations in the district called 
York County, in the state of Pennsylvania, proceeded 
thence, and now beg leave tu offer the following ob- 
servations: 


The honorable members of the society are well aware 
that a thorough scientific examination of any district of 
country would require the united endeavors of several, 
or the long continued observations of one well educa- 
ted upon a multiplicity of sciences, all more or less in- 
cluded in the now comprehensive term geology. -The 
mineral constitution of any portion of the earthy surface 
can only be successfully developed after indefatigable, 
mature, and multiplied examination, of all points, and 
these results compared with new and distant appearan- 
ces. The naturalist’s attainments should be great, his 
physical attendants the hammer, the compass, and 
almost a laboratory. No stone should be left untried, 
no ravine, no excavation unexamined; the mineral con- 
stituents, the fossil contents should be well classed; 
and after the profound consideration of these, with 
many other characters, the observer may come to a just 
conclusion of the nature, geological position of one or 
more distinct particular formations. 


His first aim should be to fix upon some distinct 
member of the geological series, whose position has 
been well determined: this must be his north star, and 
it is only by constant reference to, and comparison with 
this, his fixed guide, that the naturalist can discover 
his bearings. A like determination is one of great im- 
portance, and we may say of absolute necessity to the 
prosecution of any geological inquiry, Geological 
levels are to the geologist as the compass to the mariner, 
and we would here beg leave to call the attention of the 
society to the attainment of this first and all-important 
object of research. 
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The short time we spent.iin York county scarce ena- | lonely west. We might express the melancholy situa- 
bled us to commence an examination of this district, we | tion of this country in the language of the poet— 
humbly claim the indulgence of the very learned gen- 











tlemen of the society for the meagre gleanings we now ‘ = ave eens of tis emacg a 
offer, We have thought that the collection of facts : . onten se gl 9 uctua — pe ge a 
concerning rocks, minerals, their localities, &c. might - Ie se —_ a Seok life i fel ey F 
be useful in filling up some masterly and comprehensive ut all the blooming Bush of Lie is Bed. 


chain of observation. If we were all to throw down} By the application of lime these grounds have been 
upon paper the various rocks over which we pass in | regenerated, the population resuscitated, the smoke is 
our different peregrinations, but a short time would | seen gently curling from the cottage in the wood, the 
elapse before we could present to the world a mass | ploughboy’s whistle, and the lowing herds that fill the 
of information orderly embodied in a geological map | land with health and prosperity, have risen as from the 
of the state of Pennsylvania or of the United States of | dead. Thisis a living example of what science might 
America. do, and speaks loud to those who are tardy in perceiv- 
The county of York is bounded on the north and east | ing the advantages that would result from the 
by the river Susquehanna and the county of Cumber- | scientific investigation of the manifold hidden re- 
land, onthe west by Adams county, and on the south | sources of the state which now lie slumbering in their 
by the state of Maryland. Indications of mineral depo- | wealth. 
sits were here remarked at a very early period of our | Near Dillstown, in Monahan township, on the land of 
history. Copper was found by some of the followers = Eichelberger, there exists a bed of marl, which 








of William Penn in the township of Hellam, which | might also be happily employed in ameliorating the 
was included in that portion of land set apart by him as | composition of some unhealthy soils: it might be added 
his mining tract. : alone, or mixed and used in compost. 

Two distinct ranges of mountains divide the county. The rocks that show themselves in York county are 
The South Mountain, which is a most important range, | decidedly Transition. We observed no appearance of 
takes its rise a little back of Dillstown, and continues organic remains, in place: specimens of encrinites were 
on through Maryland, crossing the Potomac below | shown us from the bed of the Susquehanna, but they 
Harper’s Ferry; the Conewago hills are parallel, and | were specimens that had been carried down by the 
have the appearance of belonging to the same system. | river, and cannot be considered as characterising any 
The Pigeon and Round Top hills do not much deviate | rocks that we saw insitu. At some former period this 
from an easterly and westerly direction. It is from the | district was the scene of violent eruption and disloca- 
summit of the last mentioned hills, that the observer tion. The direction of the strata of these schistose 
descries the distant and minor highlands, and can ob- | rocks is from a few degrees north of north-east to as 
tain a correct idea of the physical geography of this | many south of south-west, lying vertical at different, 
interesting district. | though generally at highly inclined angles. 

The two ranges mentioned, with their spurs, cause | If we turn our backs upon the South Mountain, leav- 
the streams that bathe their feet to be more rapid than | ing Dillstown, which stands near its base in Monahan 
if the country was less hilly or more gently undulating. | township, proceeding on through Warrington, Dover, 
The numerous falls that occur are of immense advan- | West Manchester, on to York, we will cross in succes- 
tage to the manufacturing interests of the country; | sion the following rocks, limestone, syenite, eurite, 
mill sites abound, several forges and iron smelting fur- | greywacke, greywacke slate, or argillaschist, breccia, 
naces have been erected, and are now in active oj-era- | coal, and limestone upon which the city of York 
tion. The highly undulating surface of the country, | stands. 


and the strata of impervious schistose rocks, give rise | ° 
to numberless elias m Limestone. 

That portion of the soil which is termed limestone! This rock is frequently termed, and in truth is most 
land may be known on first sight, even when the rocks | known, as the blue limestone, from a frequent charac- 
are not apparent, by the admirable order in which | teristic blue colour. It however is sometimes yellow 
every thing appertaining to these farms is sustained.— | and white, and almost black, in this case 1 have found 
These lands were first settled by Germans, and their de- | it to be coloured with carbonaceous matter. The yellow 
scendants retain them with a kind of religious attach- | variety owes its colour to the presence ofa small portion 
ment. The soil being naturally well adapted to the | of the oxide of iron; it is usually compact, occasionally 
growth of wheat, and the farmer bestowing upon it all | crystalline, and passes into marble. Veins of milky 
the labour requisite, is thus enabled to reap prodigious | quartz are contained, and detached masses are seen 
crops. The German farmer is characterised by his | scattered over the surface. This rock constitutes a 
close industrious habits; and besides the prolific quali- portion of Monahan, Hellam, East Manchester, York, 





ties of the earth, his great secret in farming is the quan- | Paradise, Codorus, Heidleberg, and Maeheim town- 
tum of labour betowed upon a given portion, and this | ships, forming a band which runs through the county 
he could not do if he was possessed of too much, for | from south-west to north-east, dividing the same into 
one should never be mastered by the land; on the con- | two pretty equal portions, In some of the adjoining 
trary the farmer should always rule his estate. states seams of limestone in concordant stratification 
The slate land stands next in point of reputation, | are quarried and burnt for hydraulic cement, with the 
though in fertility far behind the former, The quality | composition of which you have already been made 
of the soil varies with the chemical composition of these | acquainted.* The limestone of York county is burnt 
transition rocks, which form the basis of the soil; certain | into lime, which is used for building, it contains no 
varieties are passably good, whilst others are wretch- | magnesia, and is employed for the uses of agriculture. 
edly poor. Wonders have been effected within the | This rock alternates distinctly with the schistose rocks 
last few yearsby the application of lime. It is as if! of the transition series, and frequently passes insensibly 
some quickening fairy queen had waved her miraculous | into shales, without any apparent line of demarcation 
wand over these long abandoned sterile grounds.— | betwixt the two rocks. When the limestone becomes 
Thousands of acres had been lying open as barren; | schistose it is called slate limestone; in this case 
dwelling houses, barns, fences, &c. had been left by | there is always an insensible mixture with a different 
their owners to the dilapidations of weather and time, | rock, the stratification being either straight or con- 
and they thus from the want of but one single simple, | torted. 
scientific application, were forced to quit their places of | —-_ 
birth, the sites of frolic and youthful mirth, and seek * Vide T. G. Clemson’s paper on Analysis of divers 


an as a less ungratefulsoil in the far wilds of the | Mineral Substances, Journal of the Franklin Institute. 
ox. XV. 24 
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In this formation there exists a cavern of considera- 
ble importance, situate at a short distance a little to the 
north of York; a branch flows in on one side, and re- 
appears on the other side of the hill. ‘There is also an 
opening intg it from the top of the hill: astone thrown 
in at this spot may be heard rumbling for a considerable 
time. ‘The aperture below is too small for ingress, and 
owing to the precipitate descent from above, the only 
possible mode of gaining entrance would be by means 
of a rope from the summit. 


Felspathie and Amphibolic Rocks, 


As you leave the limestone of Monahan township, 
and ascend those elevations known as the Round Top 
hills, the rocks change and display an evident entritic 
character. The base of the rock, when sufficiently 
porphyritic to distinguish the imbedded crystals, 
from the imbedding substance, appears to be of a 
petrosilicious nature, containing small dark brown or 
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is hard, and employed in the county for making mill- 
stones for the various uses to which the Burr millstones 
are emploved. Compact ferruginous varieties of the 
rock sre used for gudgeons or boxes supporting the 
axis of water and other wheels; they are found to 
answer this end admirably well, and have superseded 
thuse of iron or steel. In building furnaces for the 
smelting of iron ores, a proper hearth stone is consider- 
edavery great desideratum. The crucible is often 
built of bad materials, causing the furnace to be put 
out of blast at very short intervals, to the very great 
loss of the proprietors. ‘Ihe campaign of certain fur- 
naces in our country-is called good if the bearth has 
resisted one year; we know of furnaces that have been 
in blast constantly for twenty years, and one of the 
principal causes of this astonishing success is undoubt- 
edly owing to the very great attention that was paid to 
the choice of the hearth stones. We will not here dis- 
cuss the merits of such materials, but let it suffice to 


black crystals of amphibole. The base in this case pre- | say that the quartz rock of York county has the appear- 
dominates, and is compact, having a bright colour. It | ance of being well fitted for this purpose, and by a pro- 
is often of easy decomposition, and is seen disintegra- | per choice we think that superior hearth stones might 
ting at the surface of the earth; at other times, it is ex- | be here procured, if not equal to those found and 
ceeding hard and tenacious, giving off sparks with | used in the Hartz mountains, much better than 


steel, and resembling in appearance some of the | many we have seen used for these ends in the United 


LE 


Egyptian syenites, out of which sphinxes and other | States. 


pieces of sculpture were formed, specimens of which 
may be seen in the public sculpture galleries through- 
out Europe, and in the gallery of the Louvre of Paris: 
again this rock changes, loosing its porphyritic struc- 
ture, passing into a compact homogeneous, sonorous, 
and less tenacious blueish-gray, and even black mineral, 
thus passing into different traps, greenstones, and 
Lydian stones. These hilis have every appearance of 
having once been a centre of dislocation and elevation, 
and may have been upheaved after the formation of 
the transition series. These porphyries and diorites 


The greywacke quartz rock caps the summit of the 
generality of the highlands throughout the county, 
there are also hills entirely composed of it. The Pigeon 
hills, for instance, which run from the Susquehanna to 
Adams county, masses or boulders are to be met with 
on the surface of the ground at some distance from those 
localities where it is found in situ. At the river Sus- 
quehanna, between Marietta and Columbia, the quartz 
ruck forms itself into several noble bluffs. The scenery 
here for miles along the river may be considered as re- 
markably fine, and many think it equally romantic 


being of Plutonic origin, represent pre-existing rocks | with any in our country, 


thus modified, 
Graywache Schist. 


This rock soon makes its appearance as you descend 
the Round Top hills, and disappears under the bed of 
the Conewagocreek. It has a dark blue color, and is 
distinctly, though not finely stratified, and follows the 








Coal. 


Between the Little Conewego creek and the city of 
York, in the townships of East and West Manchester, a 
thin layer-ot coal has been discovered in several locali- 
ties by those who have sunk wells for water. It was 


| not, however, of sufficient thickness to arrest attention. 


same direction as the phyllades of the transition series | At other localities fruitless attempts have been made to 


of this county, that is, from a few degress to the north 
of north-east, to as many south of south-west. Its 


find coal, and we are sorry to perceive not only in this 


country, but in various directions through our country 


schistose structure is not evident in cabinet specimens, | very many enterprising and worthy, but too credulous 
but it is distinctly stratified in mass, The graywacke | citizens have been led toexpend, and frequently con- 
slate of Hunterdon county, New Jersey, resemble this | siderable sums in searching for this valuable combusti- 
formation except in color; at both localities they are | ble in those places where we might say, with some cer- 






characterised by nodules of epidote. In York this 
mineral is more abundant; it is massive green, and not 
so mixed with foreign matter as to mask its discrimina- 
ting characters. The quality of this soil for agricultur- 
al process is indifferent, inferior to the limestone land, 
or that of the red argillacious slate. 


Greywacke. 


Immediately after crossing the Conewago creek, the 
appearance of the earth changes; instead of a blue, we 
have a dark red clayey soil, formed from the decompo- 
sition of the argillaceous schists which are seen alterna- 
ting with, and always upon the confines of the sand- 
stone, which predominates as you ascend the Conewa- 
go hills. It changes its aspect at almost every step; it 
is sometimes a hard ferruginous quartz rock, compact, 
white, red gray, and of a variety of hues, even toa 
black; at other times itis a well-characterised sandstone, 
with small crystals of hyalin quartz, The grains of 
quartz vary in size, and it passes into a conglomerate; 
the base being argillaceous, red, with perceptible 
scales of mica, the imbedded pebbles are generall 
rolled quartz, varying from the size of a millet seed up. 
It is occasionally of a light color, free from iron. The 
imbeddcd pebbles are uniform in size; the whole rock 


| bury his hard earned money, and it is not until he has 


‘tainty, coal never will be found. 

Our citizens have been so frequently imposed upon 
by pretenders who call themselves miners, or mining 
engineers, because they may have dug at Mauch Chunk, 
or at Pottsville, or in the coal fields of Europe—and 
having acquired a vocabulary of terms, go about the 
country proclaiming that coal may be found on particu- 
lar estates, and that the only reason why it has not been 
found is because they have not dug deep enough, or 
that the granite should be pierced, or, in fine, that there 
is coal where in the very nature of things coal could 
not exist. ‘Their confidence induces the farmer thus to 





been duped by these spurious individuals, that he has 
discovered his mistake. Noris this abuse alone confin- 
ed to the searching after coal, the whole alphabet of 
metals may be found by a branch of hazlewood, when 
in the bands of the gifted pretender. We cannot cry 
out too loud against these charlatans, and unworthy, 
ignorant offenders. The facility with which these im- 
postors deceive, arises out of the difficulty in our coun- 
try of acquiring scientific information of a certain kind. 
The arts of mining and metallurgy are of difficult acqui- 
sition every where; they require a great deal of pro- 
feund theeretical knowledge, and very close practical 
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observation; consequently they are by no means intui- 


tive, and can only be purchased by long, laborious, 
and indefatigable exertions, not from books alone, but 
from the living school where the play of nature has 
been exposed to view, with the economy of art, where | 
the furnace has taken the place o! the crucible; nor is 
theory less useful, it is a glorious light which serves to 
conduct the operatives through the dark labysiuths of 
practice. 


Breccia. 


On the confines of the blue limestone, which re-ap- 
pears a few miles to the west of York, there is found a 
breccia composed of a red argillacious cement, and | 
masses of older rocks. The imbedded masses are of 
various sizes, and the majority of them are limestone, 
ae its age in relation to the limestone rock. This 

reccia hasa very pretty effect when polished, and 
might be used for the same purposes as are the common 
marbles. It continues on, and is seen at the Susque- 
hanna not far from York haven. You are all acquainted 
with that beautiful pudding stone, out of which the 
columns that ornament so richly one of the halls in the 
capital at Washington have been made. This rock is 
precisely similar, and like that found on the banks of 
the Potomac is known in York county, and throughout 
the United States, asthe Potomac marble. 


Traumates. 


We will]pass over in silence the limestone upon which 
York is located, it having been already described. In 
journeying in any direction, after leaving the city, from 
south-west to south east, you will shortly come to the 
traumates of D’Aubuison, phyllades and transition slates 
of other geologists. ‘These schists are characterized 
by a more perfect stratification than other rocksin the | 
county; they are straight, undulating and inclined, and 
follow a general direction with the other formations; 
that is to say, nearly north-east and south-west; the lay- | 
ers are divided into a multiplicity of differently charac- | 
terized strata; having all the variations of texture, com- | 
position and color, disintegrating at the surface into 
small, variously shaped pieces, and giving various color- 
ed powders, Clay or argile is evidently sometimes the 
most abundant constituent; chlorite predominates, and | 
the aspect changes, as also the texture, and form a | 
chlorite slate; the talc prevailing, a talcose slate well | 
characterized appears, a greenish hue denotes the pre- 
sence of either, and it is difficult to say whether the | 
chlorite or the talc most abounds. At certain times, 
however, and in certain localities, the talcose slate is 
apparently free from chlorite, and is of a reddish hue, 
from the oxide of iron, and divides into lamine, which 
have that particular satin lustre that accompanies mag- 
nesian rocks, ‘There is a seam of red talcose slate that 
runs through the townships of Windsor, York, Shrews- 
bury and Codorus, into the state of Maryland; the width 
of this slate varies, and passes into chlorite slate, argilla- 
cious slate, and a variety of slates, badly defined or 
characterized, and varying as either of the constituents 
prevail, These rocks as the rest, run nearly a north- 
east and south-west course. Ferruginous quartz is 
found upon the surface of the ground, and occurs in 
veins traversing the laminz, and at other times seams 
of quartz run parallel with the strata, and between the 
leaves of the same, at places, the quartz is swollen out 
and gradually diminishes so as to almost disappear, 
assuming somewhat the form of a lentille. This the 
German miners term liegende stock, an example of 
which we have just endeavored to describe may be seen 
on the Baltimore road, in Shrewsbury township, on the 
side of a hill, near a public house known once and 
marked on the maps of the county, as Wilson’s tavern. 
Veins of quartz are common to this formation: the 
quartz is more or less ferruginous and frequently caver- 
nous; sometimes it contains hemetitic oxide of iron, at 
ethers the peroxide, impregnating the whole and 
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encrusting the caverns; appears to have come from the 
decomposition of pyrites, In some cases the iron pyrites 
have undergone no change, and are of the varieties 
vellow and white. Cubic crystals of this mineral are 
found imbedded, and may be found upon the surface 
of the soil; after a rain in small washes they may be 
cojlected with ease and sometimes in abundance. The 
ferruginous, cavernous or drusy quartz that is found in 
veins, in the talcose, or contiguous rocks, is often so 
friable as to be crumbled by pressure with the hand, 
its structure becoming schistose, a mixture with sur- 
rounding rock is apparent. The roads are mended 
with this mineral, and, as we have observed, it is com- 
mon upon the surface of the ground in all d'rectivns in 
the neighborhood of these talcose, chlorite, argi!lacious 
schist and limestone formations. These rocks, as also 
do the contained quartz, bear a very strong resemblance 
to those of the gold belt of Georgia, North and South 
Carolina, and Virginia; and so great indeed is the 
analogy between specimens of auriferous quartz from 
the several southern states and those of this county, as 
not to be distinguished but by reference to the label. 
My friends, Mr. Calvin Mason, and Dr. Fisher, of whom 
I speak with a lively feeling of pleasure, remembering 
with gratitude their polite attentions to me whilst in 
York, these gentlemen, after frequent and close 
research, have discovered gold in quartz at different 
times and different localities within the limits of the 
formations we have just had the honor to describe. 

No mines have yet been worked for gold in this 
country, and it was owing to the above named gentle- 
men having found some particles of this precious metal 
in quartz, that a loose notice gained its way into some 
of our public journals. A short distance above Colum- 
bia, on the Susquehanna, and in the county of Lancas- 
ter, a horizontal drift has been run into that hill known 
here by the name of Chicky’s rock. This work is of 
trifling importance, not being in length above fifteen 
feet; it was {hen abandoned; some ore lay at the 
mouth of the work, and that which was pointed out to 
meas being good, was a heterogenious mixture of 
chlorite, quartz, oxide of iron, feldspar &c, The gen- 
tleman who had superintended these workings inform- 
ed me that the quartz here found contained sufficient 
gould to pay and yield. He was then engaged in re- 
searches for auriferous quartz, inthe vicinity of Keysie’s 
ferry, in Hellam township. The country heréabout is 
rugged and romantic, the rocks back of the ferry exhibit 
indications of copper, and the gentleman who caused to 
be assayed many specimens of quartz found in this 
vicinity, discovered the gold to be most abundant in 
and about those places where the iron and copper met, 
or where different rocks came together, deranging the 
regularity of the quartz veins. I have also been in- 
formed that the iron ores of this county,—we speak of 
those near or in the limits of the gold range,—all con- 
tained gold. The presence of gold is by no means as 
rare an occurrence as many believe, for many sands 
used for making glass contain a small quantity of this 
metal; so little indeed is the proportion as only to be 
sensible by long accumulation from large quantities of 
sand, made evident in the manufacturing of glass. The 
crucibles used for containing the liquid salts, after hav- 
ing served for months this end, are cast off. On ex- 
amination, small portions of gold have been found in 
the bottom of the vase. The discovery of the presence 
of this metal is of no importance; it is the proportion 
only that must be considered, and this must vary with 
the nature of rock, the surface of country, and a multi- 
plicity of other considerations which grow out of the 
nature and mutability of things. Our object here was 
not to examine into the relative richness of any particu- 
lar part or locality of this district, but to enable those 
to judge from a description of the whole, the nature of 
these formations when compared with those that char- 
acterize certain parts of those states in which gold has 
been found in sufficient abundance to interest capi- 
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talists, and which has now long since been an object of 
public attention. From the imperfect descriptions we 
have given, you will judge these formations to be simi- 
lar. Gold has been found in quartz, visible to the eye, 
and when in too minute particles to be discovered by 
occular inspection, it is nevertheless frequently pos- 
sible to separate with advantage, the gold by chemical 
means. 


‘Lhe specimens of minerals and rocks of this country 
we expected to receive ere this; had they arrived we 
should now have offered to the society the results of 
chemical examination; however, we place but little 
value upon the results of such examinations; assays of 
individual specimens are by no means just expressioris 
of the whole, still we hope shortly to furnish these re- 
sults to those who desire them. 


Of the prevslent rocks that are found in the lower 
portion, or south-east part of the county, we can say 
but little, not having had occasion to visit the same, 
but judging from specimens shown us. The hills near 
the Susquehanna appear to be composed principally of 
shining argillite or glimmer sheiffer. There is a fine 
quarry of slate in the township of Peachbottom; the 
quality of this useful mineral is very good, And is much 
used throughout this and the adjoining counties, for 
roofing slate. 


We subjoin a partial list of mineral species found in 
this county; it cannot but be imperfect, but may an- 
swer for a commencement: 

QUARTZ.—Hyalin, milky, ferruginous, drusy, auri- 
ferous, massive, Lydienne, prase. 

Colophonite, garnets, wavelite, chlorite, epidote, 
pipe clay, haloysite, talc, amphibole, mica, feldspar; 

Carbonate f lime, white, yellow, blue, &c. 

Marl. 


Ozides of Iron—octoheedral crystals of, and micacious, 
magnetic, hemetitic. 

Sulphuret of Iron. 

Copper—native, red oxide, carbonate, sulphuret. 

Gold—native. 

Lead—sulphuret. 


The ostensible object of the author’s visit to the 
county of York, was to examine ‘‘ the gold region and 
gold mines.” How far this end has been attained, you 
are the better judge. Having tarried a much shorter 
time than our desires would have dictated, we were 
prevented from examining in detail the entire mineral 
riches of this interesting district; still, we have endea- 
vored to pourtray the leading geological features of the 
county, 


IMPORTANCE oF PiTTspure.—It is a fact and one 
calculated to show the importance of our local situation, 
that the Legislatures of New York, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, Virginia and Ohio, and the Congress of the 
Union, have each before then one or more memorials, 
for improvements,—all designed to lead directly to our 
city. 

In New York, there are the great rail road, and the 
Rochester and Olean Canal; in Pennsylvania, the con- 
nection with Erie, and the Ohio Canal; in Maryland, 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal; in Virginia, the same 
Canal, in Ohio, the two Cross Cut Canals; and in Con- 
gress, the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal; the improve- 
ment of the Monongahela, and also of the Ohio. So 
that the representatives of nearly six millions of people, 
in five states, and the representatives of the whole union 
may be said to be deliberating upon our immediate 
interests. 

We have received from Mr, Denny, acopy ofa letter 
from the Secretary of War, containing an account of 
the expense of transporting Arms, &c. from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, Harpcr’s Ferry, and Baltimore, to 
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Pittsburg, and other Posts inthe Western country, dur- 
ing the years 1830, 751, 32, 733, 734. 
From Harper’s Ferry to Pittsburg, 


$15,107 40 
From Baltimore to Pittsburgh, 


17 34 


$15,124 74 











This amount, and much more, might be well saved, 
by manufacturing arms and equipments, at Pittsburg, 
instead of Fferper’s Ferry or Baltimore. Great expense 
would also be saved by the completion of the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal,— Pitts. Gaz, 


“ REPORT TO COUNCILS ON GAS. 


The joint special committee to whom were referred 
the petitions of sundry citizens, on the subject of 
lighting the city with Gas, under the annexed resolu- 
tions, respectfully 


REPORT, 


That they have given the subject that attention 
which its interesting character and importance demand, 
and now present the cenclusions to which they have 
arrived, after a careful examination of the question. 

The resolutions under which they act, may be con- 
sidered as presenting three points for investigation, and 
for the sake of clearness will be thus divided and treat- 
ed of in order: 

‘The first of them, is the expediency of introducing 
gas lighting into the city of Philadelphia at the present 
time. Numerous petitions have been presented to 
Councils for several years, urging the introduction of 
Gas, for the purpose of public and private illumination; — 
and in the year 1834, the expediency of the measure 
having been determined by a very strong expression of 
the public will, a competent agent was appointed to 
proceed to Europe, for the purpose of ascertaining the 
construction for gas works, the most approved pro- 
cesses for its manufacture, and generally to make such > 
observations as may be useful in the event of Councils 
determining to adopt a plan for lighting the city with 
Gas. Tlie report of the agent has been before the pub- 
lic for some time, and in the opinion of the committee, 
is in full accordance with the spirit of the resolution 
under which he was appointed. We refer to it as con- 
taining a very clear exposition of the whole subject of 
manufacturing gas, and regret that the omission to in- 
clude in it any estimate of the cost of manufacturing 
the article has been deemed to be an exception to its 
accuracy. On this head the committee ask leave to 
observe, that a large mass of information on this branch 
of the subject has been obtained by Mr. Merrick,under 
a pledge that it should not be given to the public 
through the medium of the press, but be used only to 
satisfy gentlemen connected with the corporation to 
whom the ultimate decision of the matter was to be re- 
ferred. These details of the working operations of 
the large establishmen's of Great Britain, have been 
freely puf into the hands of the committee, and we 
deem it an act of simple justice to Mr. Merrick, to 
state that he has considered them as entirely open to 
the inspection af any member of Council, under the 
limitations on which he himself received them. From 
the information thus put in our possession, and acquir- 
ed from other sources, we have been irresistibly led to 
the conclusion, that it is expedient to introduce Gas 
lighting inte the city. We now proceed to show on 
what ground this conviction rests, and fully recognizing 
the principle that no injurious publication of the affairs 
of the companies who have submitted their books for 
inspection should be made, shall withhold so much of 
the information received from Mr. Merrick as has not 
hitherto been presented to the public in other forms. 
Premising that the cost of manufacturing gas depends 
in an almost direct proportion on the quantity produced 
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and used, we shall submit an estimate resting partly on | For 2,513 common lamps, at 2,136 cubic 




















the testimony taken on several occasions by committees feet each per annum, 8,051 00 
of the British House of Commons, and on the well au- — : 
thenticated statements of the cost of erecting gas Making together, $10,397 00 


works, &c. to be found in numerous publications. ee ie ciel ge nh 
On the authority of these statements, and makin ve present cost, a cents per gallon tor ou, Is 
due allowance for the difference in the price of jaar $19,841 64, and does not include waste by leakage, 
rials and labour in this country when compared with | &c- which is estimated by the ed for supplying 
England, we believe that gas works competent to pro- the city with oil in a ee ae coo at about 10 
Cuce 75,000 cubic feet of gas daily, may be erected, | Pet cent. more, Having fully satisfied ourselves of the 
and the necessary mains and pipes for distribution to expediency of introducing gas ighung, ae proceed to 
the extent of eight miles, be laid by an expenditure of | the second point of the resulution, which is to prepare 
® | a bill that shall effectually guard the city from any in- 

$76,000 | crease of taxation, or from any eventual loss by adopt- 

ing the project. In the ordinance herewith submitted, 








That the floating capital necessary to carry 





on the works and cover incidental charges we have endeavoured to present a plan embracing both 
in their construction would be 24,000 | the object of the resolution, and what may be consid- 
oo ered as not only the wishes of the petitioners, but also 

Making a total of $100,000 | of the remonstrants, namely, that the experiment shall 





— | not be tried at the expense ofthe city. The first and 

To produce an available quantity of 75,000 cubic | second sections of the ordinance authorize a subscrip- 
feet of gas daily, there will be required 4,380 tons of | tion for raising a sufficient sum of money, for the con- 
coal annually, for carbonization and fuel, which, at six | struction and carrying on of works competent to manu- 


dollars per ton, would be $26,280 00 | facture 75,000 cubic feet of gas daily,and provide thatas 
4,389 bushels of lime for purification, at a compensation to the subscribers,they shall be entitled 
25 cents, 1,095 00 | to the profits of the establishment, without looking to 
Sixteen men for attending retorts, $30 the city treasury for any other remuneration in case the 
per month, 5,760 00 | project does not succeed, and reserve to the city, the 
Four laborers for incidental services, $25 right at any time to take possession of the works, and 
per month, 1,200 00 | fund the stock at an interest of six per cent. per an- 
Wear and tear of works, 5 per cent. 5,000 00{num. The third, fourth, and fifth sections pro- 


Salaries of superintendent and clerk, taxes vide for the election. of a board of trustees,to whom the 





and incidentals, 5,000 00 | management of the works is to be confided, define their 
Silaignn | duties and contain the necessary provisions for securing 

' Making the cost of 27,375,000 cubic feet a supply of gas to private consumers at a price to be ap- 
per annum, $44,335 00 | proved by Councils,and the lighting of the public lamps 








on such terms as will compensate for the advantages 
: given to the subscribers by the ordinance. 
_Or about one dollar and sixty cents per thousand cu- |" The sixth section directs all moneys received or paid 
bic feet, exclusive of the interest on the capital invest- | on account of the works,to be accounted for at the city 
ed in the works. In this estimate, no deduction from | treasury, under the usual restrictions, and the seventh 
the cost of manufacturing has been made on account of | section authorizes the constructionof the works on the 
the coke and other products obtained during the pro- | ground owned by the corporation north of the Perma- 
cess, for which it is believed a ready and profitable | nent Bridge on the Schuylkill, ata fixed rent, with the 
market exists in the city. right to the city to reclaim so much thereof, at any 
The sale of these products would essentially lessen | time after the year 1840, as may in the opinion of the 
the cost of production; but as the above estimate is | trustees, not be necessary for the accommodation of the 
made on the supposition that the whole quantity of gas | proposed works. This ordinance, it is believed, will 
which the works are competent to produce would be/| not only guard the cjty from any increase of taxation, 
sold,is deemed more safe to omit them in giving results | but will ensure the construction of sufficient extent to 
which are liable to be affected by the variable consump- | present the subject intelligibly to our citizens. 
tion of gas during the summer months, asin some de-| _No loss can be sustained by the city in the event ofa 
gree compensating for the permanent charges which | failure of the project, and the guardianship and control 
always remain stationary, and increase the cost of pro- | of the establishment being completely vested in the 





ducing a dimininished quantity of gas. corporation, every thing connected with the public in- 
Deducting the comparative cost of lighting with gas | terest is effectually secured. dire hy 
instead of oil from the elements thus furnished, it ap-| The third part ofthe resolution directs an inquiry in- 


pears that by the consumption of four cubic feet of gas | t® the terms on which a private company would furnish 
per hour (a quantity stated by good authority to be | $95 sufficient to light a certain number of public lamps, 
Equal to an Argand oi lamp of the usual ize, for Gve order thatthe expense, the aiyantages and hein 
ours, the quantity consumed would be eet, whic ; : : : 
at $3 per thousand fet, gts the cost of such «ght this point the commiles, beg leave, teste that there 
per annum ; the cost ofan Argand oil lamp con- ; ; aes ; C 
suming three-fourths of a pint of oil during the same =. proposed in operation in the city of Phila- 
time, would be for 28 gallons at $1 per gallon $28.— oe i 
Adopting one doi an ty cents per thous ene}, al works elon So cae ol 
feet as the price at which it is proposed to furnish the | Gas from Rosin, and are not of sufficient capacity for 
Ine City bre eae fest ae inthe se aeie | the purpose and even in the event of our ability to 
ity Clerk, that during the year 18: 38 gal- | ~? : es 
lons of oil were furnished to the public lamps, ‘and that | ae te aoe aan tere yi 
the eee consumed were estimated to be respec- | iat i Aelia de heed ie a uestion, either as re- 
jai a ae ej oe ‘ule a ser aataee eae | gards the cepted the advigiacel or the inconve- 
Shialey by the aid of Mel would ohh ee nience of the plan submitted. An application has how- 
a) : 4 ever been made to the Grand Lodge: to which they 
For 183 Argand lamps,at 8,544 cubic feet have made the following reply. ‘That they could 
each per annum, $2,346 00} supply the city with from 10 to 12,000 cubic feet of gas 
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every 24 hours, at about one and a half cents per foot, 
and it would be indispensable that the city should pro- 
vide a gasometer to receive the article as manufactur- 
ed.”’ 

The committee are of the opinion, that as the expe- 
rience of upwards of twenty years in Europe, has | 
fully established the superiority of coal gas over every | 
other means of illumination, it would be unwise to re- 
sort to a plan not only known to be comparatively un- 
profitable, but also creating a dependence on other 
states for a supply of the crude materials, when by 
adopting one sanctioned by an enlarged experience, we 
should foster one of the most valuable branches of our 
domestic industry, and draw our supplies entirely from 
the bosom of our own commonwealth. The resolution of | 
the 26th ultimo, directs the committee to inquire as far 
as practicable, and report what proportion of the sign 
ers of the several memorials are minors, or non-resi- 
dents of the city. On the first point, the committee 
are not able to arrive at any result that would be satis- 
factory, inasmuch as records entirely beyond their con- 
trol, would be required to establish or deny the use- 
fulness or age of many of the signers; and it is there- | 
fore dismissed from our consideration. On the second 
point, namely, the non-residence of signers, it appears 
that the signatures of owners of real estate in the city 
have been obtained both tothe petitions and remon.- | 
strances, and that the question of residence in such 
cases does not appear to us to be material. It may suf- 
ficiently answer the object of this resolution to state, 
that about the same proportion of signers known to the 
committee, is to be found on both classes of the memo- 
rials. In order that Councils may have all the infor- 
mation before them, we lay the several memorials on 
the table, merely stating, in passing, that the petitions 
are signed by about 4000 persons, and the remonstran- 
ces by about 725. 

We deem it due tothe gentlemen of both parties 
who have been instrumental in’bringing the subject be- 
fore us, to state, that no fraud appears to have been 
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nually to fix, regulate, and receive the tolls and 
charges, by them to be received for the transportation 
of property or persons, on the Canal, authorized by the 
act to which this is an amendment, for the sole benefit 
of said Company, Provided, that the net proceeds of 
such tolls and charges thus fixed, regulated, and re- 
ceived by said Company, shall at no time exceed ten 
per cent. per annum, on the capital invested in con- 
struction and necessary expenditures of said Canal: 
Provided, however, that this restriction in the amount 
of tolls and charges, will not be construed so as to 
prevent said Company from fixing and receiving the 
hightest rate of tolls and duties, together with the 
charges of freight to which property of a similar kind 
is subjected, as the costs of transportation on the Ohio 
Canal during the same period of time. 

Sect. 3. That whenever the sum of one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars, or a greater amount of the Steck 
of said Company, shall have been subscribed, the com- 
missioners named in the act to which this is an amend- 
ment, shall have power to call a meeting of the Stock- 
holders, for the purpose of organizing said Company, 
in the manner pointed out in the said act, any thing 
contained therein to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sect. 4, That said Company shall keep a fair and ac- 
curate account of the whole expense of making and 
repairing said Canal with all incidental expenses ap- 
pertaining to the same, within the respective limits of 
each of the States of Pennsylvania and Ohio, together 
with an accurate and just account of all the tolls col- 
lected by said Company, on such part of the said Canal 
as lies within the territorial limits of each of said States 
respectively, and said States shall each have theright to 
purchase at any time hereafter, all that portion of said 
Canal which lies within their territorial limits, for the 
sole use and benefit of said State, by payjng to said Com- 
pany a sum of money, which, together with the tolls re- 
ceived by said Company within such State, shall equal 
the cost and expenses of said Canal as aforesaid, within 
such State, with an interest of eight per cent. per an- 


practised or intended by either party. In conclusion, | num thereon, and the books of said Company shall al- 
the committee having, tothe best of their ability, per-} ways be open for the inspection of the Agents of said 
formed the duties confided to them, earnestly recom-' States, respectively appointed for that purpose by the 
mend the passage of the ordinance submitted with | Legislature of either of said States, and if said Compa- 
this report, under the conviction that the public mind | ny shall neglect or refuse to keep and exhibit their ac- 
is fully prepared to give it a favorable trial; and that | counts as required by this section, when thereunto re- 
the advantages which gas presents in point of economy | quested by such Agent, then all the rights and privi- 
and safety, will gradually bring it into such general use, | leges granted by this act shall cease and be determined. 


that the city may, in a few years,take possession of the 
works, and enlarge their capacity to an extent that | 
will furnish a cheap and brilliant light for all public 
and many private purposes. 

FREDERICK FRALEY, 

W. H. KEATING, 

JOS. LIPPINCOTT, 

JOHN WIEGAND, 

RICHARD PRICE, 

R. M. HUSTON, 

Committee. 
Philad., March 9, 1835. 


MAHONING CANAL. 


An act to amend the act to incorporate the Pennsylva- 
nia and Ohio Canal Company. 


Sect. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly of 
the State of Ohio, that the Company incorporated by 
an act, entitled “ An act to incorporate the Pennsylva.- 
nia and Ohio Canal Company,” passed January 10th, 
1827, be and they are hereby allowed ten years, from 
the thirty-first day of December, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, in 
which to complete said canal, any thing in said act to 
the contrary notwithstanding, and that the charter of 
said Company be and the same is hereby renewed, 

Sect, 2, It shall be lawful for the said Company an- 


JOHN M. CREED, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
PETER HITCHCOCK, 


Speaker of the Senate. 
Feb, 20, 1835: 


CHESAPEAKE AND OHIO CANAL. 
MEMORIAL 


Of the Baltimore Convention, held the 8th of Decem- 
ber, 1854, praying for Legislative aid to the Chesa- 
peake and Ohio Canal,and for the passage of a Reso- 
lution, recommending the said work to the patronage 
of Congress. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representa- 

tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania: 


The memorial of the undersigned, in behalf of a Con- 
vention of delegates from various parts of the States of 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, and the District 
of Columbia, assembled at the city of Baltimore, on the 
8th December, 1834, respectfully represents: 

That, in conformity with the views of numerous and 
highly respectable popular meetings in the States and 
District referred to, the Convention was called into ex- 
istence, and proceeded to deliberate on such measures 
and suggestions as were deemed best calculated to pro- 
mote the further progress and ultimate completion of 
the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. To the undersigned, 
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members of that Convention, as citizens of: Pennsylva- 
nia, the appropriate duty was assigned, uf memoraliz- 
ing the Legislature of their State, for aid and assistance 
to this great and interesting work, which, in its con- 
templated route, passes through a highly important 
section of, and in its commercial effects cannot fail to 
become greatly beneficial to other and extensive por- 
tions of our State. Your memorialists cannot refrain, 
at this time, from offering their humb!e congratulations 
to your honorable body, on the enlightened wisdom so 
eminently displaved in the Councils of the Common- 
wealth, only equalled by that Herculean labor and per- 
severance which has consummated for the State, a line 
of artificial communication throughout her whole inte- 
rior, and permanently connected her interests with the 
rapidly expanding trade of the valley of the mighty Mis 
sissippi; laid at Aer feet the rich products of the grow- 
ing empire on the borders of the Ohio, and promising 
in return a speedy and ample remuneration for the toil 
and treasure of her citizens, expended in the comple- 
tion of this stupendous enterprize—an enterprize nd 
longer doubtful—an enterprize which, in effect, has 
changed the current of the Ohio from the west to east— 
which, instead of wafting on its broad and friendly bo- 
som, to an unhealthy, remote, and precarious market, 
the exhaustless and varied products of the States adja- 
cent to its borders; is now, to a vast extent, transfer- 
ring them, by its ascending navigation, and through the 
great internal channels which the wisdom, and wealth, 
and public spirit of the Commonwealth have pe rfect- 
ed, to the commercial emporium of our State. 

As each returning year comes laden with an increase 
in the population and productions of the wide and lux- 
uriant fields which stretch themselves out on either 
bank of the Ohio, unparalleled in any age or any coun- 
try under the face of the sun; it requires no prophetic 
vision to foresee that, long anterior to any contemplated 
completion of the interesting work, (for the further ' 
progress of which we now implore the aid of your ho- 


norable body, ) the canals and rail ways of Pennsylvania | 
will be in possession of a commerce far, very far, ex- | 


ceeding in extent their utmést capacity to accommo- 
date.—Even at this moment, is Pennsy}vania without a 
rival for that great and constantly augmenting trade. — 


None need she fear, in future, if these views are worthy | , 


of consideration. 

No conflicting interests; no matters of State policy, | 
then, interfering between the citizens of Pennsylvania 
asa community, and reasonable protection, encour- 
agement, and regard for the advance of the Chesa. | 
peake and Ohio Canal to its ultimate completion, your | 
memofialists approach the Legislature of Pennsylvania | 
with the less reserve, and with re-assured confidence of 
success, imploring you, that the mighty arm of their 
own great State may be outstretched for its relief, in 
this the ‘*hour of its need.” Surely shall we notask | 
in vain, when we remind your honorable body, that the 
aid which we invite and trust will not be refused to the 
great work under consideration, will be returned and 
repaid in the advantages and facilities of trade which 
will be afforded by its construction, to a large number 
of your immediate constituents, (unrivalled for their 
industry and enterprize, ) inhabiting the several counties 
of Somerset, Bedford, Franklin, Fayette, Washington, 
and Greene, on our southern borders; who have hither- 
to borne, without a murmur, their proper froportion of 
the burden, but who, from their local position, are de- | 
prived of many, if not all the advantages which other | 
portions of the State enjoy from the construction of our 
own works of internal improvement. 

At a former Session of the Legislature of Pennsylva- | 
nia, a joint resolution of the two branches, to the fol- 
lowing effect, was passed with more than usual una- | 
nimity:—‘‘ That the Senators in the United States Se- 
nate, and Representatives in Congress of this State, are 
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on the part of the General Government, to the stock of 


the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, to be ex- 
pended on the western sections.” 

With this resolution on your statute books; with the 
just claims of a large portion of your constituents, ad- 
verted to above; with the enlightened liberality which 
has so uniformly characterized the Legislature of our 
State; and above all, the deep and abiding interest 
which Pennsylvania professes and feels in every mea- 
sure calculated to cement and increase the bonds of 
union between all the members of this great confedera- 
cy; your memorialists will not permit themselves to 
doubt for a moment, the success of their appeal, on the 
present occasion. The funds therefor provided by in- 
dividual and corporate public spirit, for prosecuting this 
splendid enterprise, are well nigh exhausted. The ap- 
proaching crisis in the affairs of the company which has 
the immediate supervision and charge over the con- 
struction of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, has ne- 
cessarily created an unusual sensation in the public 
mind throughout all the section of eur common coun- 
try directly concerned in tle prosecution of the work, 
and imperatively demanding the active sympathy and 
efficient aid of their brethren every where, In that 
sensation, operating far and wide, originated the 
convention under whose instruction, and at whose in- 
stancé, your memorialists have the honor at this time 
to approach the Legislature of Pennsylvania. 

Your memorialists, therefore,in conclusion, pray that 
such pecuniary aid or subscription of stock to the Ches- 
apeake and Ohio Canal, may be authorized by law, as 
the wisdom of the Legislature may deem proper and 
adequate to meet the pressing exigencies of the com- 
pany; and that a joint resolution be passed by your hon- 
ourable bodies, recommending this great work to the 
patronage of the National Legislature: And your me- 
morialists, &c. &c. 

WM. ROBINSON, Jr. 
Chairman Committee Balt. Convention. 


Allegheny county, 5th Jan. 1825. 





CHESTER COUNTY ATHENZEUM. 


At an annual meeting of the stockholders of the 
hester County Athenzum, held in the reading room 
on 20th February, 1835, DR. ISAAC THOMAS was 
called to the chair, and U. V. PEnnueacken, Esq. 
appointed Secretary. 


The Report of the Directors relating to the finances 
of the institution, was read and adopted. 
The usual Annual Report of the Directors embracing 


a view of the past, present and future prospects of the 
Athenzum was laid before the meeting, approved of, 


| and ordered to be published. 


On motion, it was 
Resolved, That the meeting go into an election 
for seven Directors for the ensuing year. Where- 
upon. 
, DR. WILLIAM DARLINGTON, 
DR. WILMER WORTHINGTON, 
JOHN HALL, 
HENRY FLEMMING, 
WM. H. DILLINGHAM, Esq. 
WM. WILLIAMSON, Esq. 
WM. DARLINGTON, Esq. 
Were duly elected. 
On motion the meeting adjourned. 
ISAAC THOMAS, Chairman. 
U, V. PennrpackeRr, Secretary. 


Report of the Board of Directors.. 


The Directors of the Chester county Athenzum, in 
submitting their eighth Annual Report, cannot refrain 


requested to endeavour to procure the passage of a| from congratulating themselves and the stockholders 


law authorizing the subscription of a million of dollars 


upon the prosperous condition of the institution, Eight 





192 


_ < - 
er 


years have now elapsed since~a few public spirited indi- 
viduals in the borough of West Chester, conceived the 
idea of establishing an institution of this character, with 
a view to their own moral and intellectual culture, and 
the elevation of the literary character of the neighbor- 
hood, The project was by some considered visionary, 
by many its practicability was doubted; and by nearly 
all it was feared that we were not yet sufficiently awake 
to its advantages to induce us to sustain it with that 
firmness to which its merits entitled it; but the ardor 
of its friends was not thus to be extinguished. They per- 
severed; and although during a few of the first years of 
its existence they had to struggle with great pecuniary 
and other difficulties, so as almost to revive those dor- 
mant fears for its fate,yet they now have the satisfaction 
to know that the institution is placed upon a firm and 

ermanent basis. For the last few years, the Atheneum 
~ been gradually gaining strength, and the literary 
prosperity of the association, by its own continued 
accretion, and extensive and liberal donations, has 
greatly increased in value. If there were any thing in 
iis conception to cheer the almost drooping spirits of its 
friends, there is an hundred fold as much to animate 


them now; and as determined perseverance has hither- | 


to sustained it, there can be no fear but that a proper 


estimate of its benefits and advantages will continue to | 


be held by those interested in its success. 

Within the past year, there has been no diminution 
of the interest heretofore manifested in the prosperity 
of the institution. 
subscriber, from a change in his residence or his pur- 


suits, occasionally ceases his attendance at the room; | 


but we are at the same time receiving »ccasional acces- 
sions, which continue the actual supporters of the 
Atheneum at about the same number. There has 
been no material variation in this respect during the 
past year. 

By reference to the Treasurer’s report, it will be 
seen that our funds sre amply sufficient for our present 
ordinary expenses. It must be admitted however, that 
an increase of money in the Treasury would be very 
desirable, as well to enable us to supply ourselves with 


additional newspapers and journals, as for the purposes 
of binding up our reviews and magazines which are | 
It will be | 


constantly accumulating upon our shelves. 
highly necessary to take measures to accomplish this 
object at an early day. 

Within the year we have had the pleasure to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of many valuable donations to the 
Athenzum. Among those deserving our particular 
notice, is the regular receipt of the most of the impor- 
tant public documents from the Honorable David Potts, 
our member of Congress, to whom we have heretofore 
been so high!y indebted for his attention to our institu- 
tion. To our members of the Legislature of the last 
and the present session also, we are under many obii- 
gations for valuable and interesting public documents, 
To William H. Dillingham, Esq. we are indebted for a 
present of a map of the survey of the boundary line 
between the United States and the British colonies; and 
to the same gentleman for deposife inthe Athenzum of 
a handsomely drawn plan for the public buildings of 
this county, by Thomas U. Walter, architect. We have 
to express our acknowlegments to Anthony Bolmar, 
Esq. the enterprising Principal of the West Chester 
Academy, for a donation of a number of volumes of 
French and English works, the productions of his own 
labors. It gives us pleasure also to notice the recent 
receipt of a package of books and pamphlets from our 
esteemed friend J. J. Barclay, Esq. of Philadelphia, 
one of our earliest and steadfast friends and patrons. — 
We may hope and trust that the same spirit which dic- 
tated such liberal donations to us from the commence- 
ment of our existence, will continue to be manifested in 
the cause of literature and morals; and that we shall 
still continue to deserve the same encouragement that 
has heretofore been so freely held out to us. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


[Mancs 


In the early part of the year, the board resolved to 
admit all the editors of the borough to the free use 
of the Atheneum, upon their furnishing us with their 
own, and such other newspapers as they could conve- 
niently spare. The offer was accepted, and we have 
nu hesitation in saying that we have profited largely by 
the measure. We have thus been liberally furnished 
with an additional quantity of excellent reading mat- 
ter, at a very small if any additional expense. We 
hope the Board of Directors about to be elected, will 
see the propriety of continuing this advantageous at- 
rangement. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

WM. DARLINGTON, M. D. Pres’t. 
W. P. Townsenp, Sect’y. 
February 20, 1835, 


WEIGHT OF SHEEP. 
The dead weight of seven sheep fed by Clinton 
Frame, of Westtown township, is as follows: 
Five two years old of the Bakewell blood, 
Number 1 weighed 140. Ibs. 
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It is true astockholder, oran annual | 


One of the above sheep cut 44 inchesin the rib, 24 


_of which was solid fat. 
‘T'wo yearlings of the common blood, No1, 100 Ibs. 
| No. 2, 94 lbs. 


The following is the dead weight of thirteen sheep, 
fed by Jesse James, of Westtown township, Chester 
| county, the live weight of which was published in our 
‘last paper. The tallow from one of them weighed 34 
| pounds. 
Number 155 lbs. 
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Average, 


Saap.—Four shad—the first taken this season in the 
Delaware, were in market on the 16th or 17th instant. 


The business on the Schuylkill canal commenced 
on the 18th inst. 
————_— 

Printed every Saturday morning by WILLIAM F. 
GEDDES, No. 9 Library street. 


The publication office of the Register has been re- 
moved from Franklin Place, to No, 61, in the Arcade, 
eastern room up stairs. 





